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The ent i re  Soviet population and all p r o g r e s s i v e  mankind has  noted the 50th Annive r sa ry  of the found- 
ation of the Union of Soviet Social is t  Republ ics .  As L. I. ]3rezhnev, Sec re ta ry  Genera l  of the Centra l  Com-  
mi t tee  of the CPSU, stated in his add re s s  to a combined ses s ion  of the Centra l  Commit tee  of the CPSU, the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, and the Supreme Soviet of the RFSFR to c o m m e m o r a t e  the 50th Ann ive r sa ry  
of the foundation of the USSR, on D e c e m b e r  21, 1972: "The 50 y e a r s  of h i s to ry  of the Union of Soviet So- 
c ia l i s t  Republ ics  is the h i s to ry  of the forging of the unbreakable  unity and fr iendship of all the peoples  con- 
fined within the f r a m e w o r k  of the Soviet Socialist  State. It is the h i s to ry  of the unprecedented growth and 
a l l -pe rvad ing  development  of the State born  by the Social is t  revolut ion and now become  a leading world 
power .  It is the h i s to ry  of the matur ing  and flowering,  economic,  poli t ical ,  and cul tural ,  of all the repub-  
l ics ,  all the nations and nat ional i t ies  inhabiting the country,  and ra l ly ing under i t sbanne r"  [1]. 

The fo rmat ion  of the USSR is the culminat ion of Lenin ' s  poli t ics of nat ional i t ies .  "I want a voluntary 
union of nat ions - a union," Lenin stated,  "which would not pe rmi t  any domination of one nation by another,  
a union which would be based on complete  confidence, on the c l ea r  recogni t ion of b ro the r ly  unity, on abso- 
lutely voluntary ag reemen t "  [2]. 

In a compa ra t i ve l y  shor t  per iod of h i s to ry  r e m a r k a b l e  changes  have taken place in the economic,  
pol i t ical ,  and cul tural  life of all the peoples  inhabiting the Soviet Union. With the aid of the grea t  Russ ian  
people the p rev ious ly  backward  national p rov inces  of Cza r i s t  Russ i a  have been conver ted  into industr ial ly  
and cul tura l ly  developed republ ics .  A new h i s to r i ca l  communi ty  of peoples  has  been formed - the Soviet 
people.  The abolit ion of exploi tat ion of man by man and of national d i f fe rences  has  led to rad ica l  changes 
in the field of social  re la t ionship  and in the world outlook of ou r  people.  The unity of all the peoples  linked 
toge ther  into the Soviet Union, unprecedented in h i s to ry ,  is e x p r e s s e d  by the i r  ra l ly ing around the Com-  
munis t  pa r ty  of the Soviet Union, the sup reme  a im of which is to build a communis t  society,  whose act ivi ty 
is d i rec ted  towards  rea l iza t ion  of the pr inciple  "everything in the name of mankind for  the good of mankind."  

Throughout the vast  t e r r i t o r y  of the Soviet Union industry,  agr icu l ture ,  cul ture ,  and science a re  de- 
veloping rapidly .  In all Union republ ics  highly qualified sc ien t i s t s  a re  working,  and higher  educational e s -  
t ab l i shments  and scientif ic  r e s e a r c h  inst i tutes  have been built .  With the aid of the Academy of Sciences of 
the USSR the Union republ ics  now have the i r  own Academies  of Sciences,  composed of sc ien t i s t s  o f  d i f fe r -  
ent nat ional i t ies ,  dese rved ly  enjoying a nat ion-wide and wor ld-wide  reputat ion.  It is easy  to see how in a 
ve ry  shor t  t ime  scientif ic  disc ipl ines  have grown up in the republ ics ,  staffed by highly t ra ined sc ien t i s t s  
and college t e ac he r s  guiding the talented younger  generat ion.  P a p e r s  wr i t t en  by authors working in de- 
p a r t m e n t s  of higher  educational e s t abI i shments  and scientif ic  r e s e a r c h  insti tutions in the var ious  republ ics  
a re  constant ly  being published in this journal .  In issue No. 12 of this journal  for  1972 alone, which was 
devoted to the 50th Ann ive r sa ry  of foundation of the Soviet Union, a r t i c l e s  were  published descr ib ing  the 
r e su l t s  of r e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  out in the scientif ic  inst i tut ions of the Russ ian  Federat ion,  the Ukraine,  ]3elo- 
r u s s i a ,  Georgia ,  Armenia ,  Uzbekistan,  Kazakhstan,  Moldavia, Lithuania, the Chuvash ASSR, the Ta ta r  ASSR, 
the Komi ASSR, and the Kare l ian  ASSR. In many of these  republ ics  50 y e a r s  ago there  were  neither' r e -  
s ea r ch  inst i tut ions nor higher educational  e s t ab l i shmen t s ,  and i l l i t e racy  was predominant .  Now a wide net-  
work  of scientif ic  r e s e a r c h  inst i tutes ,  l abo ra to r i e s ,  and higher  educational  e s t ab l i shments  is in exis tence  
and is developing. 
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This vast  mult inat ional  group of Soviet sc ien t i s t s  is working toward the solution of modern  scientif ic 
p r o b l e m s ,  espec ia l ly  in biology and medic ine .  Thei r  e f for t s  a re  concent ra ted  on the invest igat ion of funda- 
menta l  p rob l ems  in the theory  and p rac t i ce  of medica l  sc ience ,  on the solution of such p rob l ems  as the 
contro l  of ca rd iovascu l a r  d i s ea se s ,  mal ignant  neop la sms ,  h e r e d i t a r y  d i s e a s e s ,  and v i rus  d i s ea se s  on a 
ba s i s  of prophylaxis ,  d iagnosis ,  and effect ive methods  of t r e a tmen t ;  the sea rch  for  new physiological ly  ac-  
t ive  subs tances ,  and the solution of p rob l ems  in hygiene.  These t a sks  were  defined as top p r io r i ty  by the 
24th Congress  of the CPSU. Thei r  solution is of the g r ea t e s t  impor tance  for  the whole of mankind, and al-  
r eady  concre te  f o r m s  of internat ional  scientif ic  co l labora t ion  for  the study of these  p rob l ems  have been 
planned and are  developing. Scientis ts  f r o m  the different  Union republ ics  a re  taking an increas ing  par t  in 
th is  col laborat ion.  Faithful to the i r  internat ional  obligations,  Soviet medical  sc ien t i s t s ,  belonging to dif- 
f e ren t  nat ional i t ies ,  a re  providing cons iderable  a s s i s t ance  to the i r  col leagues  and to the public health s e r -  
v ices  in var ious  count r ies  of the wor ld .  

The scient i f ic  and technical  revolut ion has  led to the c rea t ion  of p rob l ems  of a global c h a r a c t e r ,  such 
as the conquest  of space  and of the oceans  of the world ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the b iosphere ,  and the o p t i m a l u s e  
of na tura l  r e s o u r c e s  e s sen t i a l  to man.  The solution of these  p rob l ems  has  become an internat ional  task.  
It ca l l s  for  combined study on a broad  front ,  for  the joint par t ic ipa t ion  of spec ia l i s t s  in different  f ields,  
and the use  of ach ievements  made in var ious  scientif ic d isc ip l ines .  The union of phi lpsophers  and sc ien-  
t i s t s  i s  of g rea t  impor tance  under  these  condit ions.  The solution of these  p rob lems  is c lose ly  bound up 
with social  changes.  Now, as neve r  be fore ,  success  in sc ience depends on l o n g - t e r m  planning. The planned 
c h a r a c t e r  of the organizat ion of scient i f ic  m e a s u r e s  is the f i r s t  step toward the successfu l  solution of these  
p r o b l e m s .  Clear ly  it is only in a soc ia l i s t  s ta te  that  the undes i rab le  ef fec ts  of the development  of energy  
product ion and industry ,  which may  lead to pollution of the envi ronment ,  can be mos t  successfu l ly  prevented.  
It  is well  known that  the s up rem e  Soviet of the USSR has  passed  the dec ree  "On fur ther  improvemen t  of the 
pro tec t ion  of nature  and the ra t ional  use of na tura l  r e s o u r c e s . "  

Soviet science has  en tered  on a per iod of planned invest igat ion of ecological  p rob l ems .  With the r ap -  
idly inc reas ing  scale  of h u m a n  in te r fe rence  with nature  it is only by the planned control  of the development  
of industry  and agr icu l tu re  that  the way  to fu r the r  technica l  p r o g r e s s  can  be a s su red  while at the same  
t ime  prevent ing  poss ib le  ca tas t roph ic  changes in ex te rna l  env i ronmenta l  conditions.  It is not by chance 
that the diminution of na tura l  r e s o u r c e s  and contaminat ion of the envi ronment ,  which in some capi ta l i s t  
count r ies  has  reached a l a rming  propor t ions ,  have led sc ien t i s t s  and phi losophers  to make pe s s imi s t i c  p r e -  
dict ions regard ing  the fate of mankind.  Soviet sc ience takes  an opt imis t ic  view of the future of mankind in 
a world of rapid  scientif ic and technical  p r o g r e s s .  This  view is based  on successfu l  exper ience  of the 

�9 building of c o m m u n i s m  in the USSR and on the inexhaustible opportuni t ies  for  the planned development  of 
the national  economy under  the conditions of soc i a l i sm  while avoiding poss ib le  adve r se  ef fec ts  of unplanned 
and i r r e spons ib l e  at t i tudes to na ture .  

The peaceful  pol ic ies  of the Soviet Union, which put into p rac t i ce  Len in ' s  thes i s  of the exis tence  of 
s t a t e s  with different  socia l  s t ruc tu re s ,  has  led to impor tan t  ach ievements  of the g rea t e s t  s ignif icance to 
the development  of sc ience .  Fr iendship  between the Soviet Union and the other  soc ia l i s t  s ta tes  has  now 
become  a powerful  fac tor  for peace and p r o g r e s s .  The s t ruggle  of the soc ia l i s t  count r ies  to es tab l i sh  l a s t -  
ing peace  on ea r th  has  led to a reduct ion in internat ional  tension and to an inc rease  in contacts ,  not only 
economic ,  but also cul tura l  and scient i f ic .  As an example  of p romis ing  scientif ic  l inks ment ion can be 
made of the ag reemen t  concluded recen t ly  between the USSR and USA on the scientif ic  study of such prob-  
l e m s  as cosmic  r e s e a r c h ,  pro tec t ion  of the envi ronment ,  and the control  of ca rd iovascu la r  d i seases  and 
cance r .  Col laborat ion is continually developing with sc ien t i s t s  and r e s e a r c h  inst i tut ions of F rance  and 
other  count r i es .  It mus t  be  emphas ized  in pa r t i cu la r  that  for  a success fu l  solution to cu r r en t  p r o b l e m s  in 
cl inical  medicine r e s e a r c h  in fundamental  p rob l ems  mus t  be developed beforehand.  In this r e spec t  exper i -  
menta l  biology and e x p e r i m e n t a l  medicine a re  pa r t i cu la r ly  impor tan t .  Molecular  biology, b iochemis t ry ,  
b iophysics ,  physiology, genera l  pathology, genet ics ,  pharmacology ,  and morphology are  all sc iences  now 
making an impor tant  contr ibution to the foundations of the prevent ion  and control  of d i sease .  

Under these  conditions an increas ing ly  impor tant  ro le  is being played by medical  and biological  
journa l s ,  designed to give s c i en t i s t s  and physic ians  up- to--datescient i f ic  informat ion of high quality and 
thus able to exer t  an act ive influence on the development  of medicine  and biology. Clar i ty ,  ideology of 
views,  scient i f ic  depth and pr inc ip les ,  and constant  at tention to urgent  p rob l ems  in modern  medicine and 
biology a re  the ma in  f ea tu re s  of act ivi ty of medica l  and biological  journa ls  which will  ensure  succe s s  in 
the solut ions of the p rob l em s  facing them.  
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Soviet medical scientists and biologists, supported on all sides by the Party and the government, are 
aware of their  duties to their Motherland and will make their  necessary contribution to the development of 
Soviet science, to the building of a communist society, and to the solution of problems of the utmost im- 
portance for the whole of mankind. 
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